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"Affective Truth": An Exploration of the Paradigm Iteration of Journalistic
Truth under Generative Visual Large Models

YU Guo-ming'?, HUANG Rong’, ZHANG Luo-yu’ (1.School of Journalism and Communication, Beijing Normal
University, Beijing 100875, China; 2.Communication Innovation and the Platform for Future Media, Beijing Normal
University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: This article focuses on the interactive relationship among "technology-affect-truth", exploring the affective
turn in journalism driven by generative visual large models and how emotional elements serve the construction of
journalistic truth. Facing the emerging production practices in journalism, the interpretability of traditional paradigms of
journalistic truth encounters bottlenecks. In response, this article proposes the concept of "affective truth" and analyzes
the paradigm shift between old and new conceptions of journalistic truth. It examines the legitimation process of
"affective truth" through three dimensions: technological domestication, cognitive conflict, and paradigm reconstruction.
To address the risks posed by the inclusion of "affective truth" within the scope of journalistic authenticity, this article
proposes the corresponding paths for technological governance in terms of truth traceability, affective regulation, and
cognitive nudging, aiming to promote a balanced development of innovation and regulation in journalism.

Keywords: Sora; generative visual large models; "affective truth"; journalistic truth
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